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 the role it should take to implement sustainable  
    city management in an eco-  friendly context  
    at a time of dwindling population   
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   Cities, towns, and villages were merged in April 1, 2005. 

   Population:  About 40% of Toyama Pref. (421,953) *National Population Census in 2010 

   Area:  About 30% of Toyama Pref. (1,241.85 km2) 

 Diverse geography - from sea level (0m) to 2,986 m at mountain top (Mt. Suisho) 

 The general account budget of 157.3 billion yen in the fiscal year 2012 

Japan 

  The outline of Toyama City 

Toyama Prefecture 

Toyama 

City 

The best spot to view the Tateyama mountain range  

Birdôs eye view of Toyama City 3 



54.3 54.2 50.7 
40.4 

26.4 

59.9 

40.3 40.8 42.5 
47.2 

0 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

1970 1980 1990 2000 2005 
0 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

70 

DID population Size of densely inhabited 
area 

Size: k  (Population Density: persons/ha) 

Urban Area of Low- density 

Urban Character of Toyama City 

Expansion of Urban Area and Change of 
Population Density of Toyama City 

Source: National Population Census 

  Urban area becomes less dense 

Â Flat ground of the Toyama Plain 

Â Higher rate of the road maintenance and 

improvement 
74.6% of the road maintenance and 

improvement  rate of Toyama is No. 1 in Japan 
(Source: Annual Report of Road Statistics: as of April 1, 

2011) 

Â Highly single-family housing oriented 
Homeownership rate in Toyama: 77.5% 

No. 2 in Japan (Akita: 78.4%) 
Statistical Research of Houses and Ground in 2008) 

Â Low land price in suburban areas 

In the past 35 years 
the DID area became doubled, and the DID 
population density decreased to 2/3. 

Due to the extension of the urban area, the population density of the urban area is the lowest in Japan as a 

prefectural capita (40.3 persons/ha), 
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Toyama City proposes some countermeasures  against these problems.   

 

 

Creation of a Compact City through the Renovation of Public Transport  

Revitalizing public transport  

Concentrating city amenities in the city center or areas along public transport lines  

 

 
Revitalizing the city center  Concentrating the city amenities within walking distance 

Amassing social capital  

Creation of an Attractive and High Quality City Life  

 

 

Promotion of Local Industry 
Making the most of the local pharmaceutical industry   

Tapping recyclable sources of energy  Inviting companies into Toyama 

A sustainable  city  should  attract  people,  making  it  a vibrant  city . 

 2. Toyama City Management 
- A Unique Compact City Strategy  

Too much dependence on automobiles and declining public transport 

Higher administrative cost  

Increasing carbon dioxide emissions  

Some problems confronting Toyama City  
Dwindling population and an aging society  

Unattractive city with a hollowing city center 
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